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CURSORY REMARKS, Kc. 


\ HOULD Mr. WaRETIEI O take the trols 


ble of peruſing the following pages, he will 
probably charge the writer with great preſump- 
tion; a woman, young, unlearned, unacquaint- 
ed with any language but her own; poſſeſſing 


no other merit thati a love of truth and virtue, 


an ardent deſire of knowledge, and a heart 


ſuſceptible to the affeQting and elevated emo- ; 


tions afforded by a pure and rational deyotion; 
endeavouring to diveſt herſelf of every im- 


proper biaſs; to ſearch the ſcriptures, and 


carefully compare with them the various 


ideas of the different ſes and denominations 
of Chriſtians, with a full determination of pre- 
ſerving her mind free and open to conviction, 
and purſuing and embracing truth without par- 
tiality and without prejudice, wherever it may” 
be found. Under great diſadvantages, diſad- | 
vantages, if I may be allowed fo to ſpeak, that 
would have been almoſt inſuperable to a mind 


leſs 
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leſs ative, and leſs in earneft in the reſearch; I 5 
have already, I hope, made ſome little progreſs 
in this moſt important of all purſuits, and by 
rectifying, in a meaſure,” my judgment, opened 
a ſource of exquiſite intellectual entertainment 
and moral i improvement. 


In this diſpoſition, and with theſe ideas, I 
have attentively peruſed the“ Enquiry into 
the expediency and propriety of Public or 
« Social Worſhip.” Surpriſed, I confeſs, at 
the novelty, of the addreſs, yet reſolved to ſuſ- 
pend my opinion, and ſeriouſly confider the 
arguments adduced in ſupport of an hypotheſis, 
which appeared to me ſo fingular and extraor- - 


dinary. 


The eſteem which J had before conceived: - 
for the integrity and piety of the author's cha- 

racer, was greatly heightened by the peruſal 

of many parts of this tract, as was my rever- 
ence for his underſtanding and genius. Did 
every human being poſſeſs a mind equally re- 
fined, elevated, and philoſophic, his heart 
might indeed become a temple for the Deity, 
and his enlightened and fervent devotion ſtand 
in no need of external means to aid its aſpira- 
tions, or confirm its ſenſe of duty. But alas! 


: a very 


a very little knowledge of the world muſt con- 


vince us that this is far from being the caſe, 


and that the bulk of mankind, engroſſed by the 


inferior concerns of attaining worldly. riches, 


honours, and pleaſures, are ſtill in the infancy 


of knowledge, and -incapahle of entering into 
the ſpirit of a religion entirely ſpiritual and in- 
tellectual. On ſuch (waving for a moment the 
conſideration, whether Mr. Wakefield's notions 
are founded on truth and ſeripture) very un- 
favourable impreſſions may be made by the 


diſapprobation which he expreſſes of all family 
and public worſhip ; the ludicrous manner in 


which he at times treats the ſubje&, and the 
general cenſure in which he involves thoſe who. 


approve and prattiſe it, as. © fanatic, oftenta- 


« tious, vociferous, and frantic babblers, pha- 
* riſaical, enthuſiaſtic,” &c. 


This deſcription will undoubtedly apply to 
the many abuſes, which in every age have diſ- 
graced both reaſon and chriſtianity in private, as 
well as in public devotion; for, innumerable 


and groſs have been the abſurd methods by 


which men have thought to recommend them- 


ſelves to the Deity ; nor 1s there any inſtitution 
ſo perfect as not to be liable to corruption. But 
ſurely there has been, and ſtill is, a reſpectable 
| | number 


1 
number of chriſtian miniſters, who with humi⸗ 
lity, perſpicuity, and ſoberneſs, lead the devo- 
tions of a ſerious and grateful audience, whoſe 
benevolent hearts expand with every humane 
affection in the proſpe@ of a number of their 
fellow-cteatures, without any motive of con- 
ſtraint or intereſt, voluntarily aſſembled to offer 
a rational and united homage to their common 
parent, encouraged by the promiſe of the Sa- 
viour of mankind, who expreſly ſays in Mat- 
thew the eighteenth and nineteenth verſe, 
Again 1 ſay unto you, that if two of you ſhall 
agree on earth, as touching any thing that they ſhall 


aſk, it ſhall be done for them 4 my Father. which 7 
is in heaven, 


The ſenſe of which is ſo obvious, when taken 
in connexion with the following verſe, as to 
require all Mr. Wakefield's ingenuity to ex- 
plain away. And in the ſeventeenth chapter 
of the goſpel of St. John, our Lord has him- 
ſelf 'given us an example of Social Prayer ; 
for though his diſciples are not mentioned as 
audihly joining in the ſolemn addreſs of their 
Maſter to his Father, and their Father, his God, 
and their God; they evidently appear to be 
preſent, and no doubt attended to a petition ſo 
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fervent and ene on their behalf, with 4 
moſt . emotions of gratitude and lafſe gion. 


There ufo ſeems in the — of the 
apoſtles (who being the immediate followers 
of the Mefliah, I ſhould imagine we might 
ſafely take as our guides, notwithſtanding we 
are informed that theology is ſo much better 
underſtood in this day) repeated inſtances of 
Joining in religious homage to almighty God, 
as in AQs i. 14. Theſe all continued with one 
mind in prayer, with ſome women, and Mary the 
mother of Feſus, and his brethren. _ 

Verſe 24. And they prayed, ſaying, Ge. 

Chap. iv. verſe 24. Upon bearing this, the 
company lifted up their voice with one mind unto 
God, and ſaid, Sc. 

Chap. vi. verſe 6. 7. beſe they preſented be. 
Fore the apoſtles, bo proyel, * put their bands 
upon them. 

Chap. xii. verſe 5. Peter therefore was FRO 
in priſon; but earneſt prayer was made by the 
church (which implies a collected body) unto 
Cod for bim. | 

And verſe 12. 8 to the bouſe of Mary, 
mother of Jobn, ſurnamed Mark, where a_ good 


many were gathered together and praying. 


* _— 


Sc. 
„ 


ter 


Not, I preſume, gathered: together Tor ihe 47 


; Aae of offering individual prayer. 


Chap. xii. verſe 3. So the church after faſt. 8 
ing and 4 praying. 

Chap: Xiv. verſe 23. Au after appointing 
elaers im the church for them and praying, &c.. 

Chap. xvi. ver. 13. And on the ſabbath-day 
we went out at the city-gate by a river's fi de, 
where prayer was uſually made. , Pi 
' Verſe 16. Now as we were going to prayer, 


Chap. xx. verſe 36. And when be had this. 


ſpoken, he kneeled down and prayed with them all. 


Chap: xxi. verſe 5. And we kneeled dewn on 
the ſhore and prayed. 


James v. verſe 14. Is any. one ſick pid 
you, let him call for the elders of the church unto | 


bim to pray over him, Se. 


1 Cor. xiv. 13, 14, 15, 1 16, and 17, where 
St. Paul ſpeaks of praying with his underſtand- 


ing and not with tongues, that the church inay 


be edified, and the unlearned hearer ſay Amen. 
Wan 6% 1 . IJ V _— 5 


| Theſe examples, the words of which I have | 


generally quoted from Mr. Wakefield's tranſ- 


lation, I own appear to me to be in point, and a 


W of Chriſt in all ages. 


ſufficient authority for the conduct of che fol- 


| 10 


E's 1 
The reproof eker wide welt repetitions, 
and long prayers of the hypoc ritical Phariſees, 
when taken in its connexion, ſeems merely intend- 
ed to exprels a deteſtation of their duplicity and 
oſtentatious private prayers, made ſtanding in the 
ſtreets and the market-places, with -no other 


view than to be ſeen of men, and as a cloak to 
their abominable extortions and crimes. 


The objektion to prayer, as ahn a 18 
whether the Supreme Being was acquainted with 
the proper means of our real happineſs, or knew 
not our wants before we uttered them, would 
equally apply to retired as to public devotion, - 
and reminds me of the elegant language of a : 
modern Deift®: *I never forget myſelf ſo far 
as to pray 3 for not to be content with our ſitu- 
« ations in the order of things, is to defire to 
« be no longer a human being; it is to wiſh 
« things were otherwiſe ordered than they are, 
© to wiſh for evil and diforder. No! thou 
* ſource of juſtice and truth, God merciful 
« andyuſt! placing my confidence in thee, the 
« chief deſire of my heart is, that thy will be 
done; by rendering my will conformable to 
« thine, I act as thou doſt, I acquieſce in thy 
1 and conceive 1 roms ogg a par- 


Sf „ taker 


» ns 
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« taker of that ſupreme we which * its 


ce reward. 


* Fi 


However juſt and beautiful this FOE apoſ- 
trophe may appear, as the voice of natural re. 
ligion, yet revelation by unfolding to us more 
of the moral government of the Deity, enjoins 
various pofitive duties, and appoints them as a 
means of our improvement and happineſs. Aft, 
and ye Hall receive; knock and it ll he | I 
Men ought always to pray en, n 

And though ſuch devout afpirationg © can u give | 
no information to an Omniſcient Being nor 


alter his plans, originally deſigned for the greateſt 


general and individual good; yet it is poſſihle, 
that they- may be links in the great chain of 
cauſes and effeQs, and by giving riſe. to pure 
and pious ſentiments, be ultimately proc | 
of conſequences the moſt beneficial. Fa ar, as 
the world has advanced to maturity; and en- 
lightened as is the preſent age, compared 
with former obſcurity; yet are the general 
ty of mankind by no means ſufficiently ſpiritu- 
alized, as to be capable of riſing into firſk prin- 
ciples, and regulating their praQice from the 
reaſon and moral fitneſs of things; and where 


' through inattention or incapacity, this is not 


, 
N 
% : to 
* > 5 


2 LI 
to be expeRted, even a mechanical devotion, a 
mere performance of external duties (and pri- 
vate prayer may frequently . be no more) may 
have a reſtraining effect upon the conduct; as 
it is a general obſervation, that youth, who 
have received a religious education, though the 
precepts may not have reached the heart, are 
yet incapable of ruſhing into vice and diſſipa- 
tion, with the ſame callous inconſideration as 
others, whoſe early aſſociations have been of a 
different nature: when through the medium of 
the ſenſes, repeated impreſſions have been made 
on the brain, good or evil habits acquire an 
aſcendancy not eafily to be eradicated; words 
muſt firſt be taught, and ideas wilt afterwards 
cling to them. If, to avoid the appearance of a 
vain diſplay, all outward aQs and expreflions of 
devotion are to be diſcouraged, piety wilt want 
the prevailing recommendation of example, or 
religion be reduced to a mere ſyſtem of morals, 
which unaſſiſted reaſon might have diſcovered 
wimmnmg a divine interference. 


The idea is equally juſt aid Beautiful, that 
ce « Chriſtianity; AS being adapted to the more 
ce mature age of ' the world, addreſſes itſelf to 
* the improved reaſon of man, unincumbered 
« n innumerable ceremonies and fym- 
a iy cc bols, 


- 
— 


( 18) 
% bols, which were neceſſary in the dawn or 
« infancy of the human mind; yet ſtill are 
our faculties limited, and we muſt paſs by out- 
ward and ſenſible impreſſions, from which 
- reſults every varied combination of thought, 
through groſs and refined ſelf-intereſt, to 4 
truly rational purſuit of our real and ultimate 
good. Had not the founder of our holy religion, 
however pure and ſpiritual the doarines he 
taught, thought ſome exterior obſervances cal- 
culated to advance the truths he inculcated, he 
certainly would not have enjoined them on his 
followers, as in the Lord's Supper, which was 
to commemorate or ſhew forth his death till 
his ſecond coming; nor have ſubmitted! to the 
baptiſm of John, which to him could not have 
been a baptiſm of repentance ; for he knew no 
fin: neither could it be ſtyled with more pro- 
priety a proſelyte waſhing; but for ſome wiſe 
purpoſe, no doubt, when, oppoſed by John, he 
replied, Suffer me now, for ſo it becometh us to 
perform every righteous ordnance, Mat. iii. 16. 


That a myſtical ſenſe, entirely contrary tothe 
ſimplicity of the goſpel, and an undue ftreſs _ 
has been laid on theſe rites, muſt readily be al - 
lowed; for there is a wide diſtinftion between 
A for when ſet in 


competition | 
8 


9 2 "4 
competition with benevolexiee of heart and 
purity of conduQ, all rites and ceremonies. are 
undoubtedly lighter than vanity ; yet.we ſhould 
remember our Lord's reproof to the- Phariſees 
for neglecting the weightier matters of the law: 


Theſe ought ye to bave done, en a 


tbe others undone. 


Mr. Wakefield juſtly ae on hel wit. 


dom of Providence, © in the reformation, which 


« proceeded moderately, as had it attempted to 
« reform. all at once, it had been the ready 
« way to have reformed nothing.” The world 


is not yet ripe for a religion purely mental and 


contemplative ; and the majority, by giving up 
all exterior means of generating devotional 


affections, would ſoon ceaſe to give themſelves 1 
any concern on the ſubjeQ, and breaking looſe 


from what at preſent affords a wholeſome re- 
ſtraint, become mere profligates or worldlings. 


In many houſes, if a quarter of an hout'in 


the day was not appropriated to the reading of 


the ſcriptures, and uniting. in thanks to God _ 
his preſervation during the paſt . den 


4 For home the reſort of love, nal joy, FRF 
| « Where pl nds and darlin mt | 
as? Wanne e 


* 
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and imploring the protection of his: Prors | 
dence through the darkneſs of the night, and 


the defenceleſs hours of repoſe ;. the ſervants, 
and younger branches of the family, from groſs 
ignorance, and the levity of youth, might live 
in an habitual negle& of this important part of 
piety towards their Creator; the propriety of 
which they ſaw not enforced by example, more 
perſuaſive to the young and flexible, than a 
' thouſand precepts. - Nor is it eaſy to conceive 
of any thing fo ridiculous to a beneficient mind, 
in the contemplation of an innocent, and amia- 
ble family; with hearts overflowing with ten- 
derneſs for each other, and adoration for the 
author of the ſocial bleflings they enjoy, unit - 
ing in devout aſpirations to the ſource of all 
felicity, whoſe eſſence is love; and whom we 
reſemble in proportion as we imbibe this affeQ- 
ing ſentiment, the ſource and —_ wo all es 
and all happineſs. - 


I confeſs I cannot but apprehend very perni- 
cious conſequences from this contempt of ſab- 
batical obſervances, and material impreſſions, 
ſtill neceſſary (if not equally ſo) for the greater 
part of the votaries of religion, even at this 
advanced period... Mr. Wakefield ſeems not 
aware that a judgment formed of mankitid at 


Cs] 
ie and a circle of friends 
* 8 enen of wen, and en, 


1 Whoſe fa - richly Santis 

i With philoſophic ſtores, ſuperior N 
muſt neceſſarily be erroneous. "Many. 1 fear, 
without entering into the ſpirit of the author, 
will avail themſelves of an authority ſo reſpelia- 
ble, to brand with hypocriſy and anal, their 
more pious neighbours, and be in haſte to ſhake 
off a yoke, . which their vices and frivolity only, 
has rendered intolerable ; to devote the day of 
leiſure from buſineſs ; not to © ſtudying the 
« revealed will of God, and expounding the di- 


« yine law to the poor; but to the indulgence of | 


_ ſenſuality, or at beſt : a criminal indolence. IS 


l 


I have myſelf TUE a ſo 8 PEEL 5 
tion, intelleftual entertainment, and improve- 


ment, from an attendance on the public. « ordi- 
nances of religion, that I cannot without con- 
cern, ſee an inſtitution which I am perſuaded 
has been produktive of conſequences the moſt 
ſalutary, treated with acrimony and. derifion ; $ 
nor do. I conceive that by. ſuch methods (even 


were it defirable) praſelytes are likely to be 


gained,” From 4 ck of N bbb. num- 
bers 


n F. 15 J. 

bers of youth have dated the dee of 
a career of guilt and folly ; and in an obſervance 
of it, the wounded heart has frequently received 
conſolation ; the careleſs been arreſted by con- 
viction; the erroneous reQified, and the ignorant 
inſtructed. Where real benefits may be derived 
(admitting for a moment that ſome little cloud _ 
of ſuperſtition may mingle with the good) ſhall 
we, to uſe the alluſion of a celebrated Writer, "4 
rend the garment, in ſtripping off every. ſyper- : 
fluous ornament ? With theſe limited faculties, in 

- this infancy of being, this firſt ſtage of exiſtence, | 
perfection is not to be expetted, and even our. 
beſt facrifices muſt be impure in-the fight. of that £7 
Being who ſearcheth the heart, and trieib the. 
reins of the children. of men. Let mo nan theres, 


fore put a fumbling block, or an * on to fall i in 
bis Hunter way. Rom. xiv. 13. 


„„ 2 9, 
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The W or miniſterial office, FRE" 
to Mr. Wakefield's s notion, ſeems entirely un- 
neceſſary, though authoriſed by. the examples 

of our Saviour, his more immediate diſciples, 
and the primitive church; by ſeripture and by 
reaſon. I would not be e e to mean as 
by law eſtabliſhed, for all religious eftabliſh- 
ments are irrational, and. anti-chriſtian z but i in 
the ſimplicity of the — ſpirit. Indeed 


. OB FE 
the idea of one man's taking the charge of ano- 
ther man's ſoul, or ſpiritual concerns, is, and 
ought to be, juſtly exploded as ridiculous and 
abſurd ; yet never could I read the admirable de- 
lineation of the duties of a truly chriſtian mi- 


niſter, put by a faſcinating, | though ſceptical ' 
writer, into the mouth of a prieſt of the romiſſi 
perſuaſion, without feeling the moſt lively, and 


affecting ſentiments of veneration. 


8 There i is no chienſier in the world which - 
appears to me ſo deſirable as that of a paſtor ; 


« a good paſtor is a miniſter of goodneſs, as a 
good magiſtrate is a miniſter of juſtice. A 
« paſtor, though he may not always have it in his 
% duty. when: ſoliciting it of others, and very 
often obtains it when he knows how to make 
« himſelf. truly reſpectable. Oh! that I en- 
joyed but ſore little benefice among the poor 


cc 


I then be! for I. cannot but think I ſhould 


indeed make them rich, but I ſhould partake 


to love concord, and to cheriſh that equality 
- c 1 v which 
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« power to do good himſelf, is always in his 


people in our mountains, how happy ſhould 
make my pariſhioners happy ; I ſhould never 
of their poverty; I would raiſe them above 


meanneſs and contempt, more inſupportable . 
than indigence itſelf ; I would induce them 1 


ee EE ee hen — . aan ate rae muy 
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Mr. Wakefield ſeems inclined to conſign over, 


„„ 

« which often baniſhes poverty, and always 
ce renders it more ſupportable. When they 
« ſhould ſee that I was no richer than them 
ſelves, and yet lived content, they would 
learn to conſole themſelves under their lot, 
and to live contented too. In the inſtructions 

I ſhould give them, I ſhould be leſs direfted 
by the ſenſe of the church, than that of the 
goſpel, whoſe tenets are more ſimple, and 
whoſe morals are more ſublime, that teaches 
but few religious forms, and many deeds of 
charity. Before I ſhould teach them their duty, 


* I ſhould always endeavour to praftiſe it myſelf, 


jn order to let them ſee that I really thought as 


I ſpoke. Had I any Proteſtants in my neigh- 


« bourhood, or in my pariſh, I would make no 
« diſtintion between them and my own flock; 
in every thing that regarded acts of chriſtian 
« charity, I would endeavour to make them all 
« equally love each other, regard each other as 


«brethren, reſpeQing all religions, and in 


« en enjoying their own, _ oy WAI 
So refpofibla even in the eyes of infidels, 


appear the humble, conſiſtent, pious characters 
(for ſuch undoubtedly there are) of thoſe whom 


with 


IE * 


with more ſatiric wit than truth, to fanatciſin 
and * 


This i is an age of controverly, and all who 
love truth muſt rejoice in ſeeing the ſpirit of 
freedom and enquiry univerſally diffeminated ; 
as in ſuch an impartial diſcuſfion, where every 
queſtion is agitated, and every opinion, however 
reſpectable from uſage, or antiquity, brought to 
the teſt ; we may reaſonably hope that the pure 
gold of unadulterated religion, will at length 
be ſeparated from the drofs which has ſo long 
obſcured its luſtre : and even though this deſi- 
rable end ſhould be fruſtrated from the prone- 
neſs of the human mind to extremes; yet are 
there not any ſubjects on which the underſtand- 
ing can be exerciſed with ſo much advantage as 
on thoſe of moral 'and religious truth. Bet- 
ter entertain any, opinions, however wild, myſ- 
tical, or erroneous (fo as they are confined with- 
in the bounds of mere mental error) than give 
ourſelves no concern on theſe important ſub- 
jects; or by taking for granted the reveries of 
others, ſuffer the moſt thrannical of all impoſi- 
tions; an impoſition over conſcience, which 
has been the curſe of the world, and the moſt 
effectual barrier to improvement of every kind. 
Yev | in this mixed and imperfett ſtate there is 


s „ | ſcarce 
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Kare any good without its attendant evil 3% 
Chriſtianity, by becoming a ſcience, too frequent- 
ly appears ſour, haughty, and contentious ; and 
in general the diſputes which have diſturbed the 
peace of mankind, have not been about juſtice,” 
mercy, and love; but concerning curious, and 
perplexing points of ſpeculation, where much. 
may be ſaid on both ſides, and which, therefore, 
are not likely ever to be finally adjuſted ; queſ- 
tions inoffenſive perhaps in themſelves, as con- 

taining no very material practical conſequences; 

ſo as © charity with all her gentle train is there,” 
who openeth her mouth with wiſdom, and in whoſe 
tongue is the law of kindneſs.” But, alas! how 
ſeldom is this the caſe ! evil tempers have mixed 
themſelves with the ,love of truth; and the 
mildeſt and moſt benevolent religion in the 
world, has been a ſcourge to the nations. How- 
ever theſe differences may, and will terminate 
in accompliſhing the final purpoſes of the great 
governor of the univerſe; yet we who can only 
perceive a part of the plan, while we bewilder 
_ ourſelves in ſearching after final cauſes, and the 
origin of evil, muſt lament the diſorders which 
it occaſions. In a future ſyſtem, where our 
faculties will expand, neither bounded by time, 

nor darkened by frailty; we ſhall, I truſt, pene- 
' trate to the ſource of things, and become true 


N philoſophers, | 
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philoſophers, without any danger of miſtake = 
or hazard. 


1 feel as if J had ventured beyond my depth; 
I am unequal to the management of controver- 
ſial weapons, and have perhaps, though influ- 
enced by the pureſt motives, diſplayed in the 
preceding remarks my weakneſs only, and 1 in- 
capacity for the — 
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 gratified by the honourable mention Mr. Wake- 
field makes of her addrefs to him, in page 60 of his: 
new edition of An enquiry into the e | 
« propriety of Public and Social Wöorſhip. Vet, 28 
he thought her not unworthy of ſerious notice, ſhe 
could not help f a wiſh that he had not 
it by a ludicrous ſally unworthy of the ſubject, and of 
the writer, and which was juſtly 
on reading ĩt to the artiſice of a council Who draws 
off nne of the court from the queſtion in 
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«« Dread laugh which ſcarce the firm e can ſcorn,” 


and which inflits-on-a mind of delicate ſenſibility, 4 
more painful and complicated emotion than was, per- 
haps, wiſhed or intended. Abaſhed and wounded, 1 
withdraw from a polemic qontroverly to which I profeſs 
myſelf very unequal : convinced that truth and ſim- 
plicity are: by no means a match for wit: and talents, 
talents, Which though they may, fail in enforeing · con- 
viction, yet dazzle ; and perplex, « and make; the worſe 
« appear the better reaſon,” Satisfied with the glory 
of having, incited by the pureſt motives, made an at- 
tempt. which in itſelf is virtue, however the abilities 
which executed, may have failed in n the in- 
tentions which * riſe to it. 

And here let me ions 4 Dr. Diſney 8 3 inſi- 
nitely more applicable tame, for venturing to adilte 
a gentleman of. Mr. Wakefield's literary. character 
an addreſs which. I might have ſpared, had IL; previouſly; 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing the. excellent little tract ram 
which I quote. Where the. queſtion does nqt de- 
«, pend upon very deep criticiſm, or very abſtruſe 
«, reaſoning, or upon dark and doubtful expreſſions, a 
«. common underſtanding, accompanied with::diſpoſis: 
« tions: equally:ſgrious, with a love of virtue .equally: 
«. ardent, and with a. faith equally ſincere, need: not 
„ be-ſilenced rer a ps aritica 
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king, My, Wake6eld .camplains: thati he has. been 


repreſented by many who profeſs to have read his 


pamphlet, as;an cnqnx; tg all gublic abſcrrance.ofþ the 


Sahhath, che digg contrary..to hich, (be adds), ig 
plain on the. fags;of- his. performances ;as;could nat, but © 


haye hen perecined,, excent by inatjentiye, liſtleſſa 
«. neſs, undiſtinguiſhing ſtupidity, or wilful malignity;'? 


Whether frap intention or. lupiditys (certainly, not 


from malignity), I cannpyfay, hutth, confeſs, I. was int 
clined to this opinion by his canffngp gf © .Sahbatical 
« Chriſtians,” „ beggarly elements,” and « wretched 


. remains oft barbarith; and uin Ne, With 
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ſketchediout: (which we.arsnfarmed may, bg, allqyed 


ſome time langer in, compaſſion, to, the, weakneſſes; of 


Chriſtians, tilh: I preſume, the.riſing,generation, being 


** all, taught; of. gd. and, in: need, of, nq, other, ing 
ſtruftign!. ;is,granting.lmaſt.all.that. can he aſked..or 
is BraQiſed, by the; gengrality of; rational 33 
Yet. here, permit to. ſay«that. I. capngt di ny A 

thing eithev ſq unſcrigturaly.;gr.(irratiqnal-in, fu 

tions fon tempgral, blaſſhngs, 19; 28, thy, 8 
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tion to, Nixinę Wiſdam:....** Father, af it be poſlible, let 
*, this,cup,peſs from; me, (9, 99-Loni. nr wrt 
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an Enthuſiaſt on whom the © club of argument” : wi 
no impreſſion, will rarely'be corrected by the © ſhafts 


indeed in the higheſt degree unjuſt and irrational} has ; 
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N e philoſophic fatakff may ebjecx * ſuch pe- 
titions, as conceiving individual good muſt yield to 
general laws (miſerable conſolation this to the childrem 
of ſorrow) but a Chriſtian, though he ſhould be'a 
Neceſſarian, ' may reaſonably hope that his fervent 

though humble aſpirations to the beſt of Beings, his 
Father and his God, may de W enen as a means r 
his virtuous oo. 25en.b | 
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But ** theſe ideas tinAured with aa 


« of ridicule,” though ſeaſoned by attic falt, and 
pointed by a keen ſatiric wit ſcarcely compatable with 
the unreſiſting meekneſs of the Chriſtian character, 
who being reviled, revileth not again, who bleſſeth 
thoſe that curſe, and prayeth for thoſe who deſpitefully 
entreat. For though I have ſufficient « magnanimity 
« to reſpe& the frankneſs,” and admire the . intrepe- 
« dity** of ſpirit which diſtinguiſhes Mr. Wakefield's 
writings, yet I cannot help thinking the * hindrance ' 
he has ſuffered in his ſecular concerns, on the ac- 

« count of his religious opinions“ (a perſecution at 


in ſome meaſure embittered his mind, and added poig- 5 
nancy to his remarks ; but it may be that the timidity | 
and gentleneſs generally attributed to my ' ſex, "may 

render me an incompetent judge of à conduct, which” 
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of recommending tat e as deſcribed. * 
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He bore his high. commiſſion in his lo-. 2 
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nature, muſt convince. us that our feelings ate fympa- | 
thetic; benevolent affeQions are reflected back from 
all hearts to the mind that cheriſhes them, While aſpe· 
rity irritates only where it means to reform. The ich 
ſhowers, and fruQifying dews of Heaven nouriſh the 


grateful ſoil, which quickly vivifies into v 


bloſſoms, and fruit, while the torrents and Wee 5 
of tropical climates, though. fertilizing in che end, 
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feminine foible, that a dangerous precedent, I 3 
hend, might be eſtabliſhed by the idea that the conduct 


of the apoſtles, and even of our. Saviour himſelf, in 


ſome caſes: affords no. criterion for our imitation, as. 
we may be permitted to conjecture that any poſitive 
injunction, or religious obſervance, which meets not 
with our approbation, was a mere local indulgence to 
the weakneſs, the manners, or the prejudices of the 
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ſuited only to peculiar circurnſtanees, ſituations, and 
climates. 
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thus be wiſe above what” is written, in nſpira ration” is Foul 
dueed to a very Tow' ebb, we müſt no longer refer t 
the law and to the teſtimony, but confounded and 
beviildeted wander in an endleſs tabytinth of Vague 
3 perplexity; and White erectlüg 1 battfeß 
Spainſt/ ſuperſtition (Fhich is not the crying min of UNY 
reaſBnitg phil6fophic\ige) DO Rn err 
wharf add idfidatiey. WIS OR 9 
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Sete 1 Lonéttde, 1 mn ahh . 
Neaſure and cheetfulneſs with Which I etitihely accu 
with Mr. Wakefteld's beautiful and Phltanthrepfe e 
Lidge lend rejoice in dhe codv{Rich! of its Feu 
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That however disjoined in opinion, the” Lvolent 1 


« and liberal united in heart, amidſt all the varieties 
„f fenlitnent and profefiion, may be compar; to 
„ wavellers on their way to' the fame City;  ſepaltgied 
for a tithe by ronds which divaricate indeed, bat 
. never Very diſtant from each other, and trieke WA 

” l f. in the lane i laft. 25 :2 
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